The Lament of the Accolade Tree by Shipsides, Dan & Neal, Beggs




































































































































12/09/2019 Shipsides and Beggs - The Lament of the Accolade Tree
www.danshipsides.com/DshipsidesWeb/LAT.html 7/7
The	wooden	bombs	have	appeared	in	several	exhibitions.	Reflecting	a	curious	fact	that	in	WW2	wooden	bombs	supplemented
actual	bombs	and	were	dropped	on	cities	in	daylight	raids	to	act	as	a	visual	display	of	strength	-	fooling	the	enemy	into
thinking	the	munition	stocks	were	healthier	than	they	actually	were.	Upon	impact	the	wooden	bombs	would	have	disintegrated
-	but	could	cause	significant	damage	in	themselves.	This	work	has	also	played	with	the	term	Woodstock	as	a	connection	to	the
counter-culture	festival	and	the	1970	song	by	Joni	Mitchell.	This	song	also	features	on	a	text	on	the	wooden	record-player
tree-trunk,	where	the	tree-rings	act	as	pataphor	for	the	grooves	of	a	record	-	as	if	embedding	the	knowledge	or	wisdom	of	the
tree-rings	into	the	knowledge	encapsulated	in	such	a	song	"we	are	stardust,	we	are	golden	-	we	are	billion	year	old	carbon"
(the	Crosby,	Stills,	Nash	and	Young	version).
The	arrow	has	also	appeared	in	previous	shows	in	an	inventive	sense	acting	as	a	pivot	in	some	works	and	a	gesture	of	futility	-
here	where	the	arrow	is	pitted	against	the	metal	building	-	against	an	armour	it	seems	not	suited	to	penetrate	or	defeat.	The
arrow	has	also	acted	as	a	symbol	of	the	Standing	Rock	protests.
	
	
